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both banks for seven hundred miles from Ilo to the sea. West- CHAP.
wards of the river most of the territory where British and French
forces had stood so perilously face to face was recovered. East-
wards, on the other side of the Niger, British sovereignty was
confirmed with respect to the whole "Empire of Sokoto" and all
its Haussa States, including the city of Kano, with its massive
walls and many gates, by far the largest manufacturing and
commercial centre in all that part of the Sudan. Not for a
moment must all the credit be claimed for Chamberlain at the
expense of his Ministerial colleagues, but to his unfaltering nerve,
steady shrewdness of perception, and energy in creating the West
African Frontier Force most was due.
The Nigeria of to-day contains by itself a population very far
exceeding the total for French West Africa and considerably
more than double that of the Belgian Congo. In the sequel, his
organisation of Nigeria was to be in its way an achievement
second to nothing in Chamberlain's career or the career of any
single statesman of the nineteenth century in the field of Colonial
policy.
Chief trustee for the interests of the British Empire in this
litigation, it was his duty to do his utmost for its cause. The
French to a man were certain to do their best for their own
country. Against the Foreign Office and the Paris Embassy he
had been right in his judgment of what discriminating firmness
could maintain and obtain without war. But he felt that the
policy of presenting Britain with c'accomplished facts" would
reappear on the Nile; and he held that in face of the Continental
alliances our former comfortable tradition of detachment would
have to be revised one way or the other unless war indeed and
with disaster were some day to ensue.